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26 November 2012 

Courtyard Marriott Hotel 
Avenue des Olympiades 6, Brussels 

 
From 9.00   Participant Registration (in the Foyer, first floor) 
 
Plenary Session       Athens ballroom 
 
Chair:  Dr.Susanne Burri – Utrecht School of Law, Coordinator of the 

European Network of Legal Experts in the Field of Gender Equality. 
 
09.30 – 10.00 Introduction 

Mr. Aurel Ciobanu-Dordea – Director for Equality, Directorate-
General for Justice, European Commission. 

 
10.00 – 11.00 Keynote speech 

Judge Sacha Prechal – Court of Justice of the European Union, 
Luxembourg; Professor of European Law, Utrecht University. 

 
11.00 – 11.15 Coffee Break 

 
Morning Workshop Sessions 

 
11.15 - 12.45  
 
1 – Recent Court of Justice of the European Union Case Law  
The workshop will discuss the impact of the case law of the Court of Justice of the 
European Union in the field of non-discrimination and equality, and will look at legal 
remedies in Europe, in particular to among other reflect on the important number of 
cases on grounds of age having reached the CJEU, by contrast to religion or belief, 
sexual orientation, disability, racial or ethnic origin and sex. 
Room:  Athens Ballroom 
Chair: Prof. Renata Uitz – Professor of Law, Central European University, 

Hungary. 
Speakers: Prof. Christa Tobler – Universities of Basel and Leiden,  expert for the 

European Network of Legal Experts in the Non-Discrimination Field. 
Prof. Evelyn Ellis – Emeritus Professor of Public Law, University of 
Birmingham. Adjunct Professor of Law, University of Western Australia. 

 
 
 



2 – Pregnancy and Maternity Discrimination 
This workshop will discuss discrimination pregnancy and maternity discrimination in 
the areas of employment and goods and services and reflect on legal strategies to 
combat such discrimination. The Gender Network is preparing a thematic report on 
these issues and preliminary conclusions will be presented. 
Room:  Antwerp 
Chair: Prof. Ann Numhauser-Henning – Faculty of Law, Lund University, 

Sweden. 
Speakers: Ms. Annick Masselot – Senior Lecturer in Law, University of 

Canterbury, New Zealand. 
  Prof. Dr. Petra Foubert – Hasselt University, Belgium. 
 
3 – European Court of Human Rights Case Law 
The workshop will discuss the interpretation of the concepts of equality and non-
discrimination in the ECrtHR's case law on grounds such as race and ethnic origin, 
sex, religion or belief and sexual orientation.  
Room:  Sidney 
Chair: Prof. Rikki Holtmaat – Professor at University of Leiden and 

independent researcher, National expert for the European Network of 
Legal Experts in the Non-Discrimination Field and for the European 
Network of Legal Experts in the Field of Gender Equality, the 
Netherlands. 

Speakers: Prof. Dr. Janneke Gerards – Radboud University, the Netherlands. 
Prof. Dr. Oddný Mjöll Arnardóttir – Professor at University of Iceland, 
Reykjavik, Iceland. 

      
4 – Age Discrimination in Employment 
The workshop will discuss some practical aspects (including recent case law) of the 
meaning of the prohibition of discrimination as regards the characteristic of age, in 
relation to Article 19 TFEU and the Employment Equality Directive, in particular the 
concepts of discrimination and possible justifications.  
Room:  Barcelona 
Chair: Ms. Sophie Latraverse – National expert for the European Network of 

Legal Experts in the Non-Discrimination Field and Director of Expertise 
and Judicial Affairs at the French Defender of Rights. 

Speakers: Ms. Anna Beale – Barrister, Cloisters, London. 
Mr. Declan O’Dempsey – Barrister, Cloisters, London. 
 

5 – Religious Discrimination in Employment 
The workshop will reflect on recent national cases where discrimination occurred at 
work on the grounds of religion or belief (including the Ladele and Eweida cases) and 
the possible application of the duty to provide reasonable accommodation.  
Room:  Atlanta 
Chair:  Ms. Pia Justesen - Attorney and PhD, Justadvice, Denmark. 
Speakers: Mr. Tamás Kádár – Policy Officer, European Network of Equality 

Bodies (Equinet). 
Prof. Isabelle Rorive - Centre Perelman for Legal Philosophy, 
Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB).’ 



12.45  – 14.00   Lunch 
 

Afternoon Workshop Sessions 
 
14.00 – 15.30  Workshop Sessions 1-5 (Same topics as morning sessions) 
Please note that in the afternoon workshop 2 will take place in Room Sidney and 
workshop 3 will take place in room Antwerp.  

 
15.30 – 16.00 Coffee Break 

 
 

Closing Session       Athens Ballroom 
 
Chair: Ms. Isabelle Chopin – Deputy Director of the Migration Policy Group 

and Content manager and Deputy Coordinator of the European 
Network of Legal Experts in the Non-Discrimination Field. 

 
16.00 - 16.45 Summary workshop proceedings 
 
16.45 – 17.00 Closing  

Mr. Andreas Stein – Head of Unit for Equal Treatment Legislation, 
Directorate-General for Justice, European Commission. 

 
17.00 Cocktail 
 


