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Gender Reassignment or Gender Identity 
h  d  t ti ?– who deserves protection?

Stephen Whittle stwhittle@mmu.ac.uk 

Not Sex biology
Not Sexual orientation
Not Sexual practice

Core identity featureCore identity feature
 Assignment
 Role
 Attribution
 Identity
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A, B – Male aged 14; C,D – Male aged 32
E,F – Female age 14; G,H – Female age 32
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 "intend(s) to undergo, or has undergone, 

d  i “gender reassignment.“

 Restricts protection to 

 “the very essence of the Convention is respect 

for human dignity and human freedom. 

 Under Article 8    Under Article 8 ...  

.” 
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 “gender identity is understood to refer to

•
 , 

• which may or may not correspond with the sex 

assigned at birth,

• including the personal sense of the body 

• (which may involve, if freely chosen, modification of 

bodily appearance)


