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child, in particular single mothers
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Applicable law:

Law of 11 February 2016 on state aid in the upbringing of

children ( JoL 2016 item 195)
Context:

Law development: On 17 February 2016, after an exceptionally fast legislative
proceeding (the Government submitted the draft law to the Parliament on 1 February
2016), the Parliament adopted the Law of 11 February 2016 on state aid in the
upbringing of children, introducing a new child-upbringing benefit (Swiadczenie
wychowawcze), amounting to PLZ 500 PLZ (EUR 125) monthly per every second and
further child. The parents of a single child are entitled to the aid if the monthly income
per capita in the family does not exceed PLZ 800 (EUR 200). The benefit is thus directed
mainly towards families with at least two children. Its primary goal is to aid families,
especially ones with multiple children, in covering the expenses related to satisfying
existential needs of children and their upbringing. The Law will enter into force 1 April
2016.

Key points of analysis: By making the child-upbringing benefit for the first child
dependant on the income per capita in the family the new law constitutes indirect
discrimination of single mothers with one child. This is due to the fact that the law
provides the same income criterion, applicable to families with both parents and to single
parents, the great majority of which in Poland constitutes women. As a result, in reality it
will be harder for them to meet the income criteria provided for obtaining the child-
upbringing benefit for the first child, since there are less persons to divide the income.
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